DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

READING ~ LITERATURE
GRADE ~ SIXTH GRADE

'KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: Students will be able to:
1. Read closely 10 determine what the text says explicitly and to-make ioglcai |nferences from |t cite spec;ﬁc textuai evidence when
writing or speaking to support conclusiens drawn from the text,
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their deveEopment summarize tﬁe key-su pportmg details and mieas
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text,

A sixth grade student will;
1. Read on-level text, both sile

4. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or
change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

5. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance,
questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.

CRAFT AND'STRUCTURE: Students will be able to: : : :
1. “Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a ext, mchdmg determmmg technlcal connotative, and figurative meanings, and
. analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
2. Analyze the structure of texts, mcludmg how specific sentences, pa ragraphs, andlarger portrons of the text relate to each cther and
the whole, .
3. -Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a'text.

A sixth grade student will:

2. Analyze how a partlcutar sentence cha'pter scene, or stanza ftts into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the theme, setting, or plot.
3. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

!N?EGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS: Students will be able to: :
1. integrate and evaluate cantent: presented in diverse media and fcrmats mcludmg visually and qua ntrtatwely, as well as in words
2. - Delineate and evaluate the argument and spec;ﬁc claims inatext, mcludmg the vahditv of the reasomng as wellas the releua nce and
- sufficiency of evidence. .
3. Analyze how WO OF more texts address similar themes Or 1opics in order to bu;td kncwledge or compare the approaches authors take, ~

A sixth grade student will;

1. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live
version of the text, including contrasting what they "see” and "hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when
they listen or watch.

2. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres {e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy storles) in
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY: Students willbe able to:
- 4, . Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

A sixth grade student will:




DIOCESE OF DES MIOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

READING - INFORMATIONAL TEXT
GRADE — SIXTH GRADE

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: Students will be able to:
1. Read closely to determing what the text says explicitly and to make logical. snferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when
" writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text,
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their deveiepment sumnmarize the key supporting details and ideas.
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

A sixth grade student will:
1. Read on-leve] text, both silently and orally, at an appropriate rate with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.,

4. Analyzein detall how a key mdwedua! event, or idea Is introduced, iltustrated, and elaborated in a text {e.g., through
examples or anecdotes).

5. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance,
questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.

- CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: Students will be able to:

1. interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, ancludmg determmmg technlcal connotative,, and figurative meanmgs, and
_ . anelyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
2. . Analyze the: structure of texts :nc%udmg how specific sentences paragraphs and larger portmns of the text relate w0 each other and
: " the whole. : '
3. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a'text,

A sixth grade student will:

2. Anahjze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to
the development of the ideas.

3. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS: Students will be able to: :
. 1. Integrate and evaluate content presen’sed in diverse medis and formats including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words,

2. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speczﬁc claims in a text, mcludmg the vaild:ty of the reasonmg as well as the relevance and
suf“ﬁcnency of evidence,

3. Analyze how two or more texis address similar themes or topics in order to huitd knowledge or-campare the approaches authcrs take :

A sixth grade student will;
1, Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, gquantitatively) as well as in words to develop a
coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
2. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and
evidence from claims that are not.
3. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another {e.g., a memoir written by and a biography
on the same person).

RANGE OF READING AND LEVE!. OF TEXT COMPLEXITY: ‘Students will be able to: .
1. - Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts.independently and prof;mently

A sixth grade student will




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH - WRITING
GRADE - SIXTH GRADE

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES: Students will be abie to:

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topu:s or texts, usmg valid reasoning and releva nt and sufficient
evidence.

2:  Write mfo;matwe/expianatory taxts toexamine and convey complex ideas and :nfcrmatlon clearly and accurately through the effectwe
selection, organization, and analysis of content. :

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techmque, weli-chosen details, and wei!-structured '
: event sequences. :

A sixth grade student will:
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

2. Write informative/explanatory texis to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection,
organization, and analysis of relevant content.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details,
and well-structured event sequences,

PROBUC’HDN AND DISTRIBUTION OF WRITING; Students will be able to: :
- 1. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, ané style in which the development, organization, and -
' style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience,
2. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, rev;smg, editing,. rewrttmg, or trying a new approach,
3. Usetechnology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and to'interact and collaborate with others.

A sixth grade student will;

3, Use technology, including the Internret, to produce and publish writing as well as to Interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.

'RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE: Students will be able to:

1. Conduct short as well as more sustamed research prOJects based on focused ques‘uons, demonstrating understandmg of the suhject
- - under investigation.

2. Gather refevant information from multiple print and dlgttal sources assess the credablltty and accuracy of each source, and mtegrate ol
the information while avoiding plagiarism.

3. Draw evidence from literacy or informational texts to support analys;s, reflectwn and:research.

A sixth grade student will:

1. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when
appropriate

3. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

RANGE OF WRITING: Students will be able to;

1. ‘Write routinely over extended time frames {time for research ref!ectmn “and revrsnon) and shorter time frames {a smgle snttmg ora
_day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

A sixth grade student will:

1. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision} and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two} for a range of discipline—specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH -~ SPEAKING AND LISTENING
GRADE ~ SIXTH GRADE

COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION: Students will be able to:

- 1. - Prepare for and participate effectively in a range-of conversatlons and collaboratuons with diverse partners, buddmg oneach other’ 5
. ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively,
- 2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetofic,

A sixth grade student will;

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under
discussion.

h. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as
needed.

¢. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute
to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through
reflection and paraphrasing.

2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formative and explain how it contributes to a topic, text,
or issue under study.

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and
evidence from claims that are not.

PRESENTATION. OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS; Students will be able to:
1. _Present information, findings, and.supporting evidence such that hsteners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization,
o deve!opment and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience,
2. Make strategic use of d:gntal media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understandmg of presenta’uons

3. . Adaptspeechtoa variety of contexts and commumcatwe fasks, demonstratmg command of formal English when indicated or.
appropriate.. )

A sixth grade student will:
1. Prepare and conduct interviews.
2. Participate in public performances.

4. Include multimedia components (e.g.,'graphics, images, music, souncf)'énd visuat displays in presentations to




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH - LANGUAGE
GRADE -~ SIXTH GRADE

CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH: Students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. _
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation; and spelling when writing,’

A six_th rade student will:

Ensure pronouns are in the proper case (subjectwe ob;ectwe possesswe}

Use intensive pronouns,

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.

Recognize and correct vague pronouns {i.e., ones with unclear antecedents).

Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing and speaking, and identify and use
strategies to improve expression in conventional language.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and speliing when writing,

a. Use punctuation {(commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements,
b. Spell correctly.

a.
b.
¢
d.
e.

KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE: Students will be able to:

1. Apply knowledge of language to understand how Eanguage functions in different contexts, to make effective: choaces for meanmg or
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

A sixth grade student will:

1. Useknowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Vary sentence patters for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.
h. Maintain consistency in style/tone.

- VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE Students will be ablefo; - o
1. Determine or clanfy the meaning of unknown and multiple- meanmg words and phrases by usmg context clues, anaiyzmg meanmgfm :
Y -_word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. .
-2.. 'Demonstrate understanding of flguratwe language, word relationships, and nuances'in word meamngs : o
3. - Acquire and use accurately a range of generai academic and domain-specific words and phrases; demonstrate mdepencﬁence in gather
_vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term imporiant to comprehension or expression.

A sixth grade student wilk

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Use common grade-appropriate affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word,
c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its
precise meaning or its part of speech.
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a2 word or phrase.
2. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
a, Interpret parts of speech in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
¢. Distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations {e.g., stingy/economical).
3.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

READING — LITERATURE
GRADE — SEVENTH GRADE

KEY IDEAS AND DETANS: Students will be able to: '
‘1. . Read closely to determine what the text says expircztly and to make iogncai lnferences from it; c&te specific tex‘cual evidence when
- writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the fext,
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 1deas
3. Analyze how and why individuals, evenits, and ideas develop and inferact over the course of a text.

A seventh grade student will:
1. Read on-level text, both silently and orally, at an appropriate rate with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension,

4, Anai\}ze how.baf'ticu'iar elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). _
5. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance,
questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: Students will be able to:
1. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text including {fetermmmg techmcal connotatwe, and figurative mea mngs, anrf
analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone,
2, - Analyze the structure of texts, mctudmg how specmc sentences, paragraphs, and Iarger portions of the text relate to each other and
) ~ “the whole. ) :
3, . Assess how point of view or ;}urpose shapes the content and style of a text.’

A seventh grade student will:

2. Anaiyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure {e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.
3. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND 1DEAS: Studerits will be able to:
1. integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats ancludtng visually and guantitatively, as well as in words.
2. . Delineate and evaluate the. argument and specific claims in a text, mciudmg the validity of the reasonmg as well as the reievance and
sufficiency of evidence. ;
3, Analyze how two or more texts address s:mliar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or compare the approaches authors take.

A seventh grade student will:
1. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the
effects of techniques unique to each medium {e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).
2. Compare and contrasi a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a
means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.

RANGE_DF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY: Students willhe able tor
1. . -Read and comprehend-complex literary and informational texts independently and prof:caently

A seventh grade student will:




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

READING ~ INFORMATIONAL TEXT
GRADE - SEVENTH GRADE

KEY'IDEAS AND DETAILS: -Students will be abte to:
1. . Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make Fogtcai inferences from it; cite specn‘lc textual evidence when
writing or speaking to support conciusions drawn from the text. '
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development summarize the key supporting details:and ideas.
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

A seventh grade student will:
1. Read on-level text, both silently and orally, at an appropr:ate rate with accuracy and ﬂuency 10 support comprehensnon

4. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text {e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or
how individuals influence ideas or events).

5. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance,
questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension,

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: Students will be able to:
- 1. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determmmg techmca! connotative, and ﬂguratave meamngs, and
- analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

2. Analyze the: structure of texts, including how. specific sentences pa ragraphs, and Iarger portlons of the text reiate to each other and :
:the whole. .

3. - Assess how point of view.or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. -

A seventh grade student will:

2, Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to
the development of the ideas.

3. Determine an authot’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from
that of others.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS: Students will be able to: :
1. integrate'and evaluate content presesited in diverse media and formats, mctudmg visually and quantntatwely, as weli as in words

2.- Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claimsin a text mciudmg the vahdtty of the reasonmg as well as the reievance and .
“sufficiency of evidente. -

3, . Analyze how two-or more texts address snmllar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or compare the approaches authors take

A seventh grade student will:
1. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the
subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).
2. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient to support the claims. '
3. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by
emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts.

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY: Students will be able to: .~
1. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently,

A seventh grade student will:




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH — SPEAKING AND LISTENING
GRADE ~ SEVENTH GRADE

COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION; Students will be ableto:

1. * Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversahons and collaboratlons with diverse partners, building on each othez’ 5
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively,

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, mcludmg visually, quantitatively, and oral!y

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

A seventh grade student will

a. Come to discussions prepared, havmé read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under
discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as
needed.
¢. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant
observations and idea that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views,
2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats and explain how the
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS: Students will be able to;

1. - Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the ling of reasonmg and the orgamzat:on,
_development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
2. Make strategic use of d:g|tal media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of. presentatmns o

3.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstratmg command of formal English when mdacated or.
appropriate. .

A seventh grade student will;
1. Prepare and conduct interviews.
2. Participate in public performances

4.




PHOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH - LANGUAGE
GRADE — SEVENTH GRADE

CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH: Students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking,
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing,

ill:

A seventh grade st g_:lent

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.
b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among.
ideas.
c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing,
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives.
b.  Spell correctly.

"KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE: Students will be able to:

1. . Apply knowledge of language to understand how ianguage functions in dnfferent contexts to make effective cholces for meanmg or’
' style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

A seventh grade student will:
1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

VGCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE: Students will be able to: . ) i :
1. “Determine or clarify the meaning. of unknown and muttiple- meanmg words ‘and phrases by using context clues, analyzmg mea mngfui
. word parts, and: consulting general and specnai:zed reference materials, as appropnate .
2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relatlonsh:ps ‘and nuances inword meanings. o
3. . Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and dormain-specific words and phrases; demgnstrate lndependence i gather :
vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term amportant to-comprehension or expressian. '

A seventh grade student will;

a. Use context as a clue to the meanmg of 3 word or phrase,
Use common, grade-appropriate affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
¢. Consult general and specialized reference materials, both in print and digital formats, to find the pronunciation of a
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or part of speech,
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase.
2. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech in context.
b.  Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
¢. Distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denctations.
3. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vacabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.




DIQCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

READING — LITERATURE
GRADE ~ EIGHTH GRADE

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: Students wili be able to: : : .
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make log:cal inferences fromit; cite specific textual evidence when
' writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a-text and analyze their developiment; surmmarize the key supporting detalls and |deas
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

An eighth grade student will;
1. Read on-level text, both silently and orally, at an appropriate rate with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

4. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propet the action, reveal aspects of a character, or
provoke a decision.

5. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance
questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.

’

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: Students will be able to!

1. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determtnmg techmcal connotatwe, and flguratwe mea mngs, and
analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

2., AnalyZe the structure of texts, mcludmg how speclific sentences, pa ragraphs, and Iargar portions of the text relate to each other and
- the whole. ' .

3. Assess how point of view Qr purpose. shapes the content and style of atext,

An eighth grade student will:

2. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the dtfferlng structure of each text contnbutes
to its meaning and style.

3. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader {e.g., created through the use of
dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS: Students will be able to: c
1. Integrate and evaluate content. presented in diverse riedia and formats :nciudmg wsually and quantntatwely, as weit asin words

2. -Delineéate and evaluate the argument amf SDECIfiC cia&ms in atext, mciudmg the val;dlty of the reasomng aswell as the reteva nce. and
sufa‘rmerscy of evidence.

3. Analyze how twoor more texts address s;mllar themes or toplcs 18 order to bu:id kriowlédge or compare the appmaches authors take,

An eighth grade student will:
1. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or
script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.
2. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional
stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the matertal is rendered new.

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY: Students will be able to: o
1. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texis independently and proficiently,

An eighth grade student will:




DHOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

READING ~ INFORMATIONAL TEXT
GRADE — EIGHTH GRADE

KEV 1DEAS AND DETAILS: Students will be able to: : :
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and 10 make log:cat inferences from it; cite specific textual ewcience when
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas,
3. _Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text,

An eighth grade student will:
1. Read on-evel text, both silently and orally, at an appropriate rate with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

4. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events {e.g., through
comparisons, analogies, or categories),

5. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance,
questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension,

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: Students will be abie to:

1. JInterpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determmmg techmcal connotative, and flguratxve meanmgs, and-
- analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tane.

2. Analyze the structure of texts, :ncludmg how specific sentences, paragfa;}hs, and farger port;ons of the text relate 10 each other and
“the whole. :

3. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and styEe of a text.

An eighth grade student will:

2. Analyze in detail the structure of a specnflc paragraph in a text, mciudmg the role of partacular sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.

3. Determine an author's point of view or purpase in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds o
conflicting evidence or viewpoints,

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS: Students will be abie to:

1. . Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, inchuding visually and quantstatwelv, as well as in words,

2. ‘Delineate and evaluate the argument and spech‘lc claims in a text, mciudmg the vahd:ty of the redsoning as well as the re!evance and -
sufficiency of evidence.

3. Analyze how two or more texts address snm;!ar themes or topics in order to build knowledge of compare the approaches authors take.

An eighth grade student will:
1. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums {e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to
present a particular topic or idea.
2. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning Is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

3. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

RANGE OF READING AND.LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY: Students will be able to:
1. Read and comprehend cormplex titerary and informational texts. independently and proflaent!y

An eighth grade student will:




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH - WRITING
GRADE - EIGHTH GRADE

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES; Students will be abie to:

- L Write argumentsto supp{)rt ciasms in an analysis of substa ntwe toplcs or texts, usmg valid reasoning and relevant and sufflctent
: evidence,

2. Write mformatwefexpianatory texts to examine and convey comptex |deas and mformat:on clearly and accurate|y through the effectwe
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or rmagmed expermnces or events usmg effecttve technsque, wetl—chosen details, and weiE structured
event sequences. e

An eighth grade student wilk:
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence,

2. Write informative/explanatory texts te examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection,
organization, and analysis of relevant content.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, refevant descriptive details,
and well-structured event sequences.

PRODUCTION ANE DISTRIBUTION OF WRITING: Students will be able to: :
1. Produce clear and-coherent writing in which the development, orgamzatson and styie in which the development, organtzatton and
' style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
. 2. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, edstmg, rewntmg, or trying a new approach.
3. Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

An eighth grade student wil:

3. Use technology, including the Internet t() pmduce and publish writing and present the relationships between information
and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

RESEARCH'TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE: Students wili be able to:

1. . Conduct short as well a5 more sustained research projects based onfocused questlons demonstratsng understandmg of the subject
under investigation.

' 2. Gather relevant information from multlp!e printand dtg;tal sources assess the credsblhty and accuracy-of each source and miegrate
- " theinformation while avoiding plagiarism,

3. Draw avidence from' literacy of Informational texts to support analysns, reflectlon, and research

An eighth grade student will:

1. Conduct short research projects 1o answer a questlon {including a seif»«generated question), drawing on several sources and
eneratin addmonal related, fi

3. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

RANGE OF WRITING. Students will be able-to:

1, Write routinely over extended time frames (t:me for research reﬂectlon, and rewsaon) and shorier time frames (a single sm:mg ora
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiernces,

An eighth grade student will:

1. Write routinely over extended time frames {time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
{a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline—specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.




DIGCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH — SPEAKING AND LISTENING
GRADE - EIGHTH GRADE

COMPREHENS!ON AND COLLABORATION: Students-will be able to:

- 1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and coiiaborataons with diverse partners, building on each other’ 5
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively,
2. - Integrate and evaluateinformation presented in diverse media and formats, |nciuc§mg visually, quantttatwely, and orally,
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

An eighth grade student will:

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under
discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and
deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and
comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own
views in light of evidence presented,

2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its
presentation.

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant information is introduced..

" PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE ANDIDEAS: Students will be able to: '
1. -Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasonmg and the orgamzatlon
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. :
2. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express mformatmn and enhance understanding of presentatlans ’

3. - Adapt speech toa varlety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstratmg command of formal English when mdlcated or
appropriate,

An eighth grade student will:
1. Prepare and conduct interviews.
2. Participate in public performances.

4. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and
evidence, and add interest.




DIOCESE OF DES MOINES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

ENGLISH - LANGUAGE
GRADE - EIGHTH GRADE

CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH: Students will be able to:

1. Dermonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking,
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Expiam the use of verbais (gerunds parttcupies mf;nntwes} in general and thear function in partlcular semences
Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
a.  Use punctuation (common, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break,
b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
¢.  Spell correctly.

a.
b.
c.
d.

KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE: ‘Students will be ahle to:

1. Apply knowledge of language'to understand how language functions in d:fferent contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.”

An eighth grade student will:
1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects.

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION. AND USE: Students will be abie to:
1. Determine or clarify the meaning of uriknewn.and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context ches anaiyzmg meamngfui
. word paris, and consulting general and specialized reference imatérials, as appropriate.
" 2. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanmgs
© 3. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domainsspecific words and phrases; demonstrata mdependence m gather
) vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to compréhension or expression,

An eigh h___gr_ de

Use contextasa clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Use common affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Consult general and specialized reference materials in both print and digital formats, to find the pronunciation of a
word or to determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech,
d.  Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase.
2. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech in context,
b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
¢.  Distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations.
3. Acguire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

8
a.
b.
c.




